SUPERI OR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A
FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

In Re: ) LEAD CASE NO. BC 130 375
PARADI SE MEMORI AL PARK )
LI TI GATI ON ) CLASS ACTI ON

)

NOTI CE OF PENDENCY OF CLASS ACTI ON
AND PROPOSED PARTI AL SETTLEMENT

TH'S NOTI CE MAY AFFECT YOUR RI GHTS -- PLEASE READ | T CAREFULLY

A. | NTRODUCTI ON F.  RECOMVENDATI ON
DESCRI PTI ON OF ACTI ON G ATTORNEYS FEES & COSTS
C. CLASS CERTI FI CATI ON H  THE SETTLEMENT APPROVAL
PROCESS
D. CLASS COUNSEL & CLASS . REPRESENTATI ON BY COUNSEL
REPRESENTATI VES & FURTHER PROCEEDI NGS
E. TERVMS OF SETTLEMENT J.  FOR MORE | NFORMVATI ON

A. | NTRODUCTI ON

THE FOLLOW NG PERSONS MAY HAVE A CLAIM AGAINST PARAD SE MEMORI AL PARK
CEMETERY, ALMA FRACTI ON, FELI Cl A FRACTI ON AND VI CTOR FORTNER:

Persons who are or were vested with the right, pursuant to California
Health & Safety Code 87100, to control the disposition of the renmains of
any decedent who was buried at Paradise Menorial Park Cenetery
("Fa;adise"), | ocated at 11541 East Florence Avenue, Santa Fe Springs,
Cal i forni a;

or

Persons who contracted with one or nore of the Defendants for funeral
or burial services of any decedent interred at Paradi se;

or

Persons who are close famly nenbers of any decedent interred at
Paradi se; are relatives who lived in the household of the decedent at the
time  of deat h; or are qualified individuals wth "exceptional
circunstances,” and who: (a) were aware of the death of the decedent; (b)
were aware that funeral or burial services were being perfornmed for the
decedent; and (c) were anong those on whose behal f or for whose benefit the
funeral or burial services were perforned.

| F YOUR DECEDENT WAS BURI ED BEFORE JUNE 21, 1995, YOU MAY BE A MEMBER OF
THE N RE: PARADI SE MEMORI AL PARK LI TI GATI ON SETTLEMENT CLASS. YOUR RI GHTS
MAY BE AFFECTED BY THI S SETTLEMENT.

THI'S NOTI CE | S NOT AN EXPRESSI ON BY THE COURT OF AN OPI Nl ON CONCERNI NG THE
MERITS OF ANY CLAIM OR DEFENSE OR THE TRUTH OR FALSITY OF ANY OF THE
ALLEGATI ONS OF THE PARTI ES.
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The purpose of this Notice is to advise you that:

¢ Your rights may be affected by the proposed settlenent pending in
this Court.

¢ By Oder dated April 20, 1998, +the Court has conditionally
certified this as a mandatory non-opt-out class action for settlenent
pur poses and deternmined that the proposed settlenment deserves consideration
as a possibly fair, reasonable and adequate resolution of the pending
claims against Paradise Mnorial Park Cenetery, Alma Fraction, Felicia
Fraction and Victor Fortner ("Cenetery Defendants") only. This is a
partial settlenent and this and other actions are continuing against
various Mrtuary Defendants and others, although no <class has been
certified to date.

¢ The distribution of settlenment proceeds to individual clainmants,

from this partial settlenent, wll not take place until all clainms have
been resol ved against all of the remaining defendants. You will be advised
in the future en you will be required to file a conpleted Proof of Caim
Form

¢ If you wish to object to this settlement you nust follow the
procedures described in paragraphs 11 through 16, below, by the objection
post mar k deadl i ne.

B. DESCRI PTI ON OF THE ACTI ON

1. In June, 1995, shortly after allegations of inproper handling of
human renmai ns by the Ceneteiy Def endants cane to light, the lawsuits i ch
are now called In Re: Paradise Menorial Park Litigation were filed by a

nunber of surviving relatives and persons who contracted for funeral
services, on behalf of thenselves and others simlarly situated. The
| awsuits were consolidated by the Los Angel es County Superior Court. From
1995 through the present tinme, Conm ssioner Bruce E. Mtchell (the "Court")
has presided over pre-trial proceedings and notions in these cases.

2. The Consolidated actions alleged that, during the period of 1969
t hrough June 16, 1995, Cenetery Defendants, anong ot her things, m shandled,
nmutilated, inproperly buried, and otherw se inproperly handled the renains
of the decedents entrusted to them in a manner offensive to human
sensibilities and/or expressly prohibited by |aw On April 3, 1998, the
Court granted prelimnary approval of a settlement with the Ceneter
Def endants only. Following final approval of this settlenent, and fina
resolution of all Class clainms, proceeds will be distributed to certain
qual i fied clai mants.

C. CLASS CERTI FI CATI ON

3. On April 3, 1998, the Court certified a mandatory non-opt-out
Settl ement Cl ass defined as foll ows:

(a) Pursuant to California Health & Safety Code 87100, certain persons
who are or were vested with the right to control the disposition of the
remai ns of any decedent who was buried at Paradi se Menorial Park Cenetery
("Paradise"), located at 11541 East Florence Avenue, Santa Fe Springs,
California; or

(b) persons who contracted with one or nore of the Defendants for
funeral or burial services of any decedent interred at Paradi se; or

(c) persons who are close tfamly nenbers of any decedent interred at
Paradi se; are relatives who lived in the household of the decedent at the
time  of deat h; or are qualified individuals wth "exceptional
circunstances, " and who: (1) were aware of the death of the decedent; (2)
were aware that funeral or burial services were being perforned for the
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decedent; and (3) were anong those on whose behalf or for whose benefit the
funeral or burial services were perforned.

D. CLASS COUNSEL AND CLASS REPRESENTATI VES

4. The Court has appointed the following Plaintiff Cass Counsel:
M ke Arias, Esq., Arias & QOzzello, P.C, 11766 WIshire Boul evard, Suite
720, Los Angeles, California 90025; J. Paul Ggnac, Esqgq., Cappello &
McCann, 831 State Street, Santa Barbara, California 93101; and Bruce C
Fi shel man, Esq., Stanbury & Fishel man, 9200 Sunset Boul evard, Penthouse 30,
Los Angeles, California 90069 and has certified the followng C ass
Representatives to represent the Settlenent d ass: Cheryl Ann Allison,
Donna G Brown, Patsy Flemng, doria Duran, Regina Brown, Georgia
Wllians, Mary Quidry, Sanuel Segarra, John M Harris, Jr., Linda dark,
Barbara Bealey, Oa Geer, Goria Scott, Daisy Mtchell dover, Lillie
WIllians, Alton Forniss, M chael Knox, Cassandra L. Washi ngton, Margaret
Duron, GCeorgia Wse, Goria Jean Pitts, Sharon Mkissic, Susie Bolden,
Betty Hanpton, Nellie M Robinson, doria Scott, Bobbie Brooks, Kathy
Orozco, Evelyn Brinson, Linda J. WIson, Raynond Geer, Curtis Raleigh,
Renel | Wodard, Al bertine Conner, Guadal upe Rodriguez, Brenda El nore, Ruth
Naom Canpbrell, Frances Ranmrez, Mozell Meriweather, Benita Messenger,
WIllie Geen, Elaine Young, Adela Anaya-ranpos, Ernestine Cay, Eugene
Taylor, Mchelle MIller, Zora Smth, George Jinenez, Dorothy Anderson,
Booker Pol k, lanthus Ray, Richard L. Barnes, Arnecia Harris, Mary Sawyers,
Li zzi e Thomas, Robin d over, Anna Phel ps, Del ores Pardner, Al bert Canpbell,
Priscilla Carr, Leon Mcgowan, Patricia Hennesee, and M schelle Andres.

E. TERMS OF THE SETTLEMENT

5. C ass Counsel and counsel for Cenetery Defendants have reached a
proposed settlenent which has obtained the prelimnary approval of the
Court. The proposed settlenent generates, under certain terns and

conditions, a fund of $4.5 nmillion to be allocated and distributed, under
Court supervision, to nenbers of the Settlenent Class and to fund the
continued operation and mai ntenance of the cenmetery for the benefit of all
menbers of the d ass. The proposed settlenment is subject to certain
condi ti ons. In exchange for the paynent of the settlenment fund, all
menbers of the class will release all clains which have been or could have
been asserted in the In Re: Paradise Menorial Park Litigation cases agai nst
Cenet ery Def endants. This settlenment is the result of extensive Court-
supervi sed and approved negotiations by counsel conducted after d ass
Counsel engaged in substantial investigation, docunent review and i nformal
di scovery into the allegations against Cenetery Defendants. Cenetery
Def endants have denied, and continue to deny, any wongdoing and deny any
liability what soever.

6. The anount each class-nmenber claimant will receive is not known
at this tine, but will depend on the type of damage suffered to claimnt,
relationship to the decedent and nunber of qualified tinely filed clains.

7. Approxi mately $1, 830,000 of the settlement fund will be used to
form a California non-profit corporation whose main purpose wll be to
provide for the future operations, repairs and maintenance of Paradise
Menorial Park. The Board of Directors of the Trust will be conposed of
volunteers who wll not be conpensated for their time and services.
Wahl qui st & Conpany, licensed and insured certified public accountants,
will be hired to handle the financial affairs of the cenetery. The Court
will be asked to retain continuing jurisdiction over the Trust and the
account ant . It will also be requested that: (1) only pre-purchased pre-
need burials be allowed at the cenetery; (2) any disinternents, under Court
supervi sion, be conpleted within six nonths of the date of this notice; (3)
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all burials and disinternents will be perforned by outside independent
contractors at the expense of the requesting party;, and (4) the hours the
cenetery will be open to the public will remain the sane unless and unti
the Trust Board determnes it is in the best interests of the cenetery to
change the cenetery hours. To effectuate this nenorial trust, the Cenetery
Def endants have agreed to transfer ownership of Paradise Menorial Park to
the California non-profit corporation to be forned.

8. Any Cl ass Menber desiring disinternent of a famly nenber or the
person for whom they contracted for burial shall notify the Court, wthin
six (6) nmonths of the date of this Notice, that such disinternent is
desired. The Court shall retain jurisdiction to authorize, if appropriate,
such disinterment requests. Any disinternent not requested during this
time frame shall not otherwi se be allowed, except by specific Court Oder
obtained by the party desiring such action. Al costs associated with a
di sinternment shall be borne by the party requesting the disinternent.

F. RECOMVENDATI ON OF CLASS COUNSEL

9. Plaintiffs’ Counsel believe that class nmenbers are best served by
participating in the proposed settlenent. Plaintiffs’ Counsels' extensive
I nvestigation, docunent review, discovery and insurance issues evaluation
has | ead themto the conclusion that the Prelimnary Approval Settlenent is
in the best interests of all class nenbers.

G ATTORNEYS' FEES AND COSTS

10. Al petitions for attorneys' fees and expenses are subject to

Court approval. To date, Cass Counsel have incurred out-of-pocket costs
and have invested substantial time, on a priority basis, to protect and
prosecute the Cass clainms, wthout receiving conpensation of any kind. 1In

cl ass actions, counsel who generate a nonetary recovery for the benefit of
the class are entitled to an award of attorneys' fees and costs
representing a reasonable percentage of the recovery in recognition of
their efforts, expenses, risks, and performance. This percentage generally
ranges from 25% to 40% of the class action Settlenent Fund. In this case,
Class Counsel will apply to the Court for reinbursenent of their actua
out - of - pocket costs, and an award of attorneys' fees in an aggregate anount
which represents 30% of the class action Settlenent Fund. The Settl enent
Fund, less Court-approved attorneys' fees and costs (the "Net Settlenent
Fund"), will be available for distribution to the Cass and for funding the
future operations, repairs and mai ntenance of the cenetery.

11. dass nenbers have the right to coment in support of, or in
opposition to, this application. In order to do so, you nust follow the
procedure described bel ow.

12. In addition, it is anticipated that the Court appointed Receiver
and his Counsel will also apply to the Court for paynment of unreinbursed
out - of - pocket costs and fees, incurred by the Receiver and his counsel in
this case, some or all of which may be approved for paynent fromthe class
action Settlenment Fund.

H  THE SETTLEMENT APPROVAL PROCESS

13. A final Settlenent Approval Hearing will be held on July 15,
1998, at the hour of 9:00 a.m, before Conm ssioner Bruce E. Mtchell,
Department 59, of the Los Angeles County Superior Court, 111 North Hill
Street, Los Angeles, California 90012, to hear evidence and argunent
regarding the fairness, adequacy and reasonableness of the proposed
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settlenment, so that the Court may determ ne whether it should be granted
final approval; whether the action should be dismssed on the nerits with
prejudice as to Settling Defendants pursuant to the settlenment agreenent;
and tqe anount of any award of attorneys' fees and costs to plaintiffs

counsel .

14. dass nenbers are entitled, but not required, to attend. If you
Wi sh to comrent in support of or opposition to any aspect of the settl enent
or applications described in this Notice, you are entitled to do so. You
must submit any witten comments postmarked no |later than June 15, 1998.
Witten comments nust be nmailed to each of the follow ng:

Comm ssi oner Bruce C. Mtchel
Los Angel es County Superior Court
Depart nent 59
111 North Hi Il Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

For Plaintiffs' Liaison Counsel: For Cenetery Defendants' Counsel
M ke Arias, EsQ. Edith Matthai, Esq.
Arias & Ozzello, P.C Robi e & Mattha
11766 W/ shire Boul evard, Suite 720 500 S. Grand Avenue, Suite 1500
Los Angeles, California 90025 Los Angeles, CA 90071
15. In order to be considered by the Court, all witten comments nust

be postmarked by the June 15, 1998, deadline. If you wish to appear and be
heard in person at the final approval hearing, you nust nmal a letter
stating your intention to appear to the Court, Plaintiffs' C ass Counsel
and Counsel for Cenetery Defendants as |isted above, by the June 15, 1998,
deadl i ne. The Court may, in its discretion, |limt the nunber of persons
and time permtted for conments at the hearing.

16. Any nenber of the Class may comment in witing or in person on
whet her: 1) the terms of the settlenent are fair, reasonable and
adequate; (2) the action should be dism ssed as to Cenetery Defendants; or
(35 an award should be made to Plaintiffs' Counsel of their reasonable fees
and costs.

17. \Whether or not you submt any witten comments, appear at the
hearing, or submt a tinely ClaimForm as a class nenber you will be bound
by the determ nation, order and judgnent of the Court on final settlenent
approval .

18. If you come within the Class definition, you are bound by all
orders of the Court regarding the final approval of the settlenent, and the
rﬁlease of clains, described in this Notice, whether or not you neke a
claim

19. Any nenber of the Cass will be able to file a Caim Form and
share in the Net Settlenent Fund whether or not they have objected to the
proposed settlement. ANY MEMBER OF THE CLASS WHO DOES NOT TIMELY RETURN A
COVPLETED CLAI M FORM ( ONCE THE CLAI M5 PROCESS BEG NS) W LL NOT BE PERM TTED
TO SHARE IN THE DI STRIBUTION OF THE NET SETTLEMENT FUND BUT WLL
NEVERTHELESS BE BOUND BY THE PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AND JUDGVENT ENTERED | N
THIS LITIGATION. YOU WLL BE NOTI FI ED BY A SEPARATE FUTURE MAI LI NG OF THE
SCHEDULE FOR SUBM TTI NG A CLAIM

20. Additional Notices can be obtained by witing to the follow ng
addr ess:

Par adi se Menorial Park Litigation
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2801 Ccean Park Boul evard, PMB #10
Santa Monica, California 90405
websi te: www. usexchange. coni cl assacti on

| . REPRESENTATI ON BY COUNSEL AND FURTHER PROCEEDI NGS

~21. As a nenber of the Cass, you may communicate wth, seek the
advi ce of, or enter an appearance through counsel of your own choice. Any

menber of the C ass who does not enter an appearance either individually or
t hrough his or her own counsel will be represented by counsel for the ass
Plaintiffs, who are proponents of the settlenment, and wll have no
individual liability for attorneys' fees and costs, both of which will be
payabl e fromthe Settl enent Fund.

22. 1If the settlenent does not receive final approval by the Court,
the case will continue to be prepared for trial. |In any event, this case
will continue to be prosecuted against all other non-settling defendants.

J.  EOR MORE | NFORNMATI ON

23. This Notice summarizes the basic ternms of the settlenent. For
nmore detailed information you may review and copy the pleadings, records
and other papers on file in this litigation during regular business hours
at the office of the Cerk, Los Angeles County Superior Court, 111 North

HIl Street, Room 111, Los Angeles, California, 90012 or you nmay contact
Plaintiffs’ Liaison Counsel

M ke Arias, Esg.
ARl AS & OZZELLO, P.C.

11766 Wl shire Boul evard, Suite 720
Los Angel es, California 90025
Tel ephone: (310) 478-1212
e-mai |l : aol aw@ri asozzel | 0. com

PLEASE DO NOT ADDRESS QUESTI ONS OR REQUESTS FOR | NFORVATI ON TO THE COURT.

DATED: April 20, 1998 Honor abl e Bruce E. M tchel
Conmi ssi oner of the
Los Angel es Superior Court
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